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further, that, on the advice of the Prime Minister, the
King saw Mr. Baldwin as Leader of the Conservative
and Sir Herbert Samuel as Leader of the Liberal Oppo-
sition in order, as the official announcement put it, "to
hear from themselves what the position of their respective
parties is." No public information authorizes us to sup-
pose that this meeting was concerned either with the
resignation of the Labour Government or the formation
of its successor. When, on August 24th, Mr. MacDonald
presented the King with the resignation of his Cabinet,
he again advised the King to see Mr. Baldwin and Sir
Herbert Samuel. We do not know what occurred at this
interview, at which, it appears, Mr. MacDonald was
present. "What is said,*' writes Mr. Sidney Webb, who
was Colonial Secretary in  Mr. MacDonald's Cabinet,
"is that the King, with whom the Prime Minister had
been in constant communication, but who never went
outside his constitutional position, made a strong appeal
to him to stand by the nation in .this financial crisis, and
to seek the support of leading members of the Conser-
vative and Liberal Parties in forming, in conjunction with
such members of his own party as would come in, a united
National Government. The King is believed to have made
a correspondingly strong appeal to the Liberal and Con-
servative leaders." All that we authoritatively know is
that, after resigning as Labour Prime Minister,  Mr.
Ramsay MacDonald immediately received a new com-
mission to form what became known as the National
Government.
But certain other things are known. (I) On August 23rd
the Labour Cabinet had no knowledge, as a Cabinet,
that Mr. MacDonald proposed to desert them. The four
ministers who joined the new administration may have
been aware of this; the others until Mr. MacDonald